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TO OUR FRIENDS AND PATRONS. 


THE conductors of the “ Gospel Messenger"’ embrace the present opportunity to 
tender their sin-ere thanks, to those persons by whose patronage the work has been 
sustained; to those who have endeavoured to procure for it sulfscribers; and to 
those who have aided it by their interesting communications. We do respectiully 
ask a continuance of these favors, and though we are as sensible of our deficiencies 
in the ditorial department as any our of readers can be, an@ cannot promise what 
our ability and leisure would not warrant, yet we feel a confidence in our claim on 
the countenance of the Episcopal community resulting from the peculiar character 
of this publication. Its main object is to make our members acquainted with the 
proceedings of their own Church, of Protestant Episcopalians throughout the world, 
for the advancement of the great cause of human happiness, identified as it is 
P with the prevalence of ‘the truth as it isin Jesus.” This intelligence has been brought 

before them, not for the indulgence of theircuriosity merely, andcertainly not of their 
vanity, but for the purpose of animating them, as contemporary example can most 


: effectually, to do what they can in the same cause, which they are called to promote, 
. by every motive capable of influencing the christian, by rational self-love, by pure 
¥ benevolence, and by gratitude to the divine Being, who has done and suffered so much 

! for them. For obvious reasons, we have been particular in relating the proceedings 
of our brethren in the United States, and in republishing “the godly counsel and 

i advice” of our own Bishops, which though specially addressed to their respective 


dioceses cannot but be valuable to the members of the Church in other places. By 
' the acts of our General Convention every diocese is affected, and therefore we 
have not only recorded them, but have gladly availed ourselves of remarks upon 
; them received from various correspondeats. Indeed we hold it to be a special 
advantage of the periodicals, which have multiplied in our Church, that they furnish 


’ the opportunity of interchange of sentiment among its widely separated members, 
and thus, we hope we may say it without seeming to be wanting in respect for our 

€ ecclesiastical legislature, are adapted to bring to their aid the wisdom and experience 

- of the whole body of the Church. Whatever we have been able to gather, relative 


to the condition and prospects of our ‘General Theological Seminary,” has been 

placed on our pages, not only because we regard that institution as of vital 
importance to the Church, but on account of the special interest in it which we 

know to be entertained in this diocese. It is Natural that the pious who have 

| prayed for, fostered, and watched over it, in its infancy, should desire to trace its 
3” progress to more and more usefulness. Among the events of the past year, which are 
a special subject of congratulation among our friends, is the institation of a “General 

Sunday School Society” intended to diffuse information as to the proper 
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management of Sunday Schools in our Church; and to furnish them with suitable 
books at the cheapest rate. For the great efficiency of this most important Society 
we are much indebted, under God, to the judicious arrangements, the zeal, and 
activity of a reverend gentleman who is an alumnus of cur Theological Seminary, 
May we not then regard this Sunday School enterprise as a trophy of the Seminary ; 
as one of the first fruits of a harvest which we trust, under the divine blessing, will 
be more and more rich and abundant to the end of time? 

It has been a special object of the “‘ Gospel Messenger” to endeavour to promote 
the interests of the “ Society forthe Advancement of Christianity in South-Carolina,”’ 
and though there have been no profits arising from our publication, and, therefore, 
we have been unable to aid the missionary purposes of that Society, as was our 
intention, yet in bringing its useful labours frequently before the public, and in 
extending information, as to the increase of its library by the generosity of 
individuals, we trust we have in some small degree contributed to its welfare. 

It must have been remarked that we have not been anxious to present our readers 
with a large portion of original matter. On the contrary, where our object could 
be attained by a selection we have deemed it unnecessary to say something new, 
which might not be as well said; and in particular we have preferred a selection if 
we could add toits intrinsic merit the authority of some name of deserved reputation. 
With the remarks Gn Episcopacy from a work of Bishop Ravenscroft our readers 
must have been edified. Of the Sermons, which have never been printed but in 
our pages, we think we may say with respect to some of them, (at the same time 
that we make our acknowledgements to those who have favoured us with them) 
that they are worthy of a second and a third perusal, and of being placed in the 
library to be read by those who shall come after us. It has been a part of our plan, in 
which we have done much less than we hope hereafter to be able to do, to invite 
attention to those useful religious books which are daily published among us, 
recommending such as will reward the time bestowed on them, and passing over 
such as have less merit. 

The recent institution in this city of an ‘“ Episcopal Female, Bible, Prayer-Book 
and Tract Society,” and the late important proceedings of our “ General Missionary 
Society” authorize the hope that during the year we shall be able to afford our 
readers some interesting information on these subjects. The christian faith of that 
individual may well be questioned who does not feel an interest in the propagation 
of the Gospel; and also his good sense if he disapproves of those means of effecting 
that object, which are so abundantly sanctioned by the experience of christians 
from the beginning; for in the pure primitive age of the Gospel its faithful professors, 
according to their ability, sent forth the missionary to convert men, and what are 
the sacred Epistles but so many tracts addressed by their inspired writers to several 
churches, and by those churches disseminated, (not indeed with the same facility- 
as can be done since the blessed discovery of printing,) in their respective provinces 
and throughout Christendom. The powerful instrument of the Press, we are happy 
to remark, is becoming more and more occupied in the cause of divine truth. 
To employ it in vindicating, illustrating, and recommending our Church is 
surely a legitimate purpose, and in this aim of the “Gospel Messenger” we cannot 
doubt that we shall be encouraged by those who love the Church, who have 
taken its vows upon them, and whose daily prayeris “Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 

How great and constantly increasing is the encouragement afforded to the 
periodicals devoted to politics, science, and literature' Why are the religious. 
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periodicals, at least in our Church, in so languishing a condition, and ready to die? 
[s it not because men are not deeply interested in the subject, though it be unrivalled 
in importance, with which these publications are concerned? Permit us to inquire 
whether the keen curiosity of the youthful mind might not be usefully directed to 
the interesting occurrences of the Christian Church by means of religious peri- 
odicals? Were not the Jews directed, by the Almighty, to preoceupy the minds of 
their children, with the history of the Church? 

The facts and reflections in the “Gospel Messenger,” although they be not remark- 
able, and unadorned by the graces of style, will we trust be welcome to all Chris- 
tians, and adapted to confirm their Faith, Hope, and Charity. 


— IJ 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


SERMON NO. XXXI. 
ON THE NEW-YEAR. 


Job ix. 25, 26. 


‘My days are swifter than a post; they flee away, they see no good.”” “They Are 
passed away as the swift ships, as the eagle that hasteth to the prey.” 


Ir is among the natural employments of the traveller’s thoughts, to 
review in his mind the miles he has past, and to calculate the distance 
which is yet before him. We, my friends, in our lives, are fellow- 
travellers. Upon business of vast importance to us, we are perform- 
ing a pilgrimage from the womb tothe grave. Since we last met in 
this place, time, the assiduous regulator of our journey, has brought 
us to the close of another stage of it, and with his accustomed perse- 
verance, is again urging us on our way. It becomes us not to be 
carried onward like mere machines, but using the high prerogative 
of our intelligent nature, to cast our eyes around us and reflect.— 
Every thing, to day, but the flight of time, is favourable to rest and 


: 
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q serious meditation. Let me then, invite you to look back with me, 
upon the year that is past, and forward, to that upon which we have 
, é entered—not so much for the pleasures we shall find, or for the 


charms that shall delight us; for our “days are swifter than a post, 
they see no good ;” but that we may gather a knowledge ofl bier 
condition, and be prompted by what we observe to a wise mianage- 
ment, and profitable use of our time. 

The first thing that strikes us all in the past year, is, the swiftness 
with which it ts gone. Time steals away on a rapid and noiseless 
foot. We perceive not his speed till he has passed by us. Silent, 
as the dew falls in the night, he pursues his course—beguiling us of 
days, weeks, months and seasons, with a gradual stealth; and thue 
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our years are brought to an end, as it were a tale that is told. To 
few, if any of us, has the elapsed year been as long as it promised 
to be at tts commencement. It has passed away as the swift ship, 
which, while we are looking at her, vanishes out of our sight. Nor 
will time ever alter his pace. With the same delusive speed, with 
the same noiseless rapidity, the years which are to come, will roll 
on and pass away: and, though life in anticipation may seem suf- 
ficiently long, language at the close of it, will not furnish us with 
figures to express the deceitful swiftness of its flight. Unless, as 
ancient wisdom advised, we seize time by the forelock, and oblige 
him to bless us as he passes, we shall be left, as at this day, to gaze 
after his speed, with astonishment and with unavailing regret. 

Again, in looking back upon the past year, it is humbling to 
observe how little we have accomplished in it. Call to mind the 
expectations and resolutions with which you entered upon it. New 
modes of happiness were to be devised. New regulations were to 
be given to our pursuits. We were no longer to squander our time, 
but to live more to God, and to consider soberly our latter end. 
Many, I doubt not, were the secret resolutions to become wise and 
virtuous—many the vows which were vowed to the Almighty, and 
entered in the books of heaven. The year is gone. How many of 
your purposes of happiness have youaccomplished? How many of 
your virtuous determinations have you fulfilled? Men of the world, 
have you found that happiness in your pursuits, which they pro- 
mised? Professors of religion, have you made those attainments in 
godliness you resulved? Have we, any of us, made that proficiency 
in the great business of life, to which our conscience prompted and 
our vows obligated us? Are we, my hearers, a year better as well 
as a year older—has the lapse of another portion of our lives, which 
has brought us so much nearer to the grave, brought us nearer also 
to heaven? Alas, if we were weighed in the balance, who would not 
be found wanting? What deserved most of our care has probably had 
least of our attention. The business, the pleasures, the follies and 
the vices of the world, have diverted our thoughts and consumed 
our days. Many are at an awful distance from theirGod. Many 
have approached him, but with more fear than love, with more pro- 
fession than obedience. And should conscieuce be permitted to give 
her just decision, we should all be found to have lost more from our 
lives, than we have added tu our holiness. 

Another thing, which is peculiarly conspicuous and affecting, in 
the year that is gone, is the mortality which has occurred in its 
course. In the review of any year, at its close, nothing will be 
more visible; than the traces of the footsteps of death. But in the 
last year, they recur with solemn impressions, and awful frequency. 
How many of those of every age and station, who entered upon the 
old year with us, are now in the grave. I see here the seat of the 
aged and upright who came with reverence to the sanctuary—but 
he shall occupy itno more. I see there, the place which the young 
and sprightly, the kind and benevolent once filled—but she 
*s taken away and the place which once knew her, shall know her 
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again no more forever. Here I behold those who are mourning for 
one, that hath died at his entrance upon manhood, when hi. breasts 
were ful! of milk, and his bones moistened with marrow. Yonder 
is the disconsolate mother yet weeping for her infant child, and 
refusing to be comforted, because it is not. God has, indeed, with 
emphasis, proclaimed to us, that at no age, and in no condition, is a 
man exempt from death. We see that time, swiftly as he moves, 
overturns in his flight the sturdy oak, and gathers the opening 
flowers from the earth. There is a perpetual decay of the children 
of men. What changes have been made in the face of this society, 
since, at this season, I first addressed you as a minister of Christ. 
Those who then welcomed me here, the fathers of the Church, how 
many of them are gone, and how many too of the lambs of my 
flock, has the insatiate monarch taken away! They are gone to 
their rest—and nothing have they left us more unchangeable, than 
the certainty, that we shall draw after them, as there were innumer- 
able before them. 

But I turn from this part of the view of the past year, that we 
may consider, what more of its deeds and events, atlords most satis- 
faction. ‘Time, indeed, is a good assayer of the opinions and con- 
duct of men. When the passions have subsided—when inclination 
no longer impels, and enticement has ceased to seduce, we can most 
correctly estimate the principles by which we have been actuated, and 
the objects which we have pursued. Let us then, look back upon 
the year that is past. What part of our joys is now most pleasing 
to us? What part of our conduct is now most approved?) The 
periods that passed in idleness—the hours that were devoted to sen- 
sual pleasure—the days that were consumed in vanity—the times in 
which God was forgotten—unlawful projects pursued—strife fo- 
mented—intemperate mirth promoted; or vice in any shape in- 
dulged—are these the portions of the elapsed year, which you 
recollect with pleasure’ No. It is painful to you to think of them. 
They give no delight upon reflection? They leave compunction 
upon the heart. The time, which the industrious man has employed 
in providing honestly for his family—the hours which the benevo- 
lent man has spent in doing good to his fellow beings—the periods 
which the faithful parent has improved in training up his children 
in the paths of wisdom and virtue—the sabbaths which have been de- 
voted to God, and spent religiously in the service of the sanctuary— 
the seasons in which you have brought to the altar, humbled hearts 
and devout minds, and there had sweet communion with the Re- 
deemer, in fulfilling his dying command—if there have been hours 
of private approach to the Father of your spirits—if any day have 
been spent in promoting peace among your brethren—if there have 
been any periods of distinguished usefulness—if any moment 
marked with a deed of extraordinary virtue—these are the times 
which you look back upon with satisfaction—these are the occur- 
rences which you remember with delight. And reflection will 
always decide in favour of upright pursuits, and virtuous conduet. 
She will extract from the remembrance of good deeds, something 
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which will gladden the close of any year—but from the recollection 
of vice and folly, she gathers only stings and torments. Carry 
froin the old yearinto the new, to which I shall now ask you to look 
forward, this useful maxim—that what will not stand approved in 
review, had better be condemned in anticipation. 

The first thing which ought to impress our hearts, in entering 
upon the New-Year, ‘is, the goodness of God in bringing us to it. 
Having obtained help of him, we continue unto this day. And 
surely it is not the reward of our faithfulness, that our lives are 
prolonged. Not only in the last year, but year after year has he 
come, seeking fruit from us, as from the favoured fig-tree, and has 
found none. It is owing to his patience and forbearance, that we 
are not cut down, as cumberers of the ground. At the threshold 
of the year, therefore, let the praises of his mercy ascend from yeur 
lips, and devote yourselves to him in holy resolution, to live more to 
his glory than you have ever yet done. 

In looking forward to the opening year, we are also struck with 
the uncertainty of its occurrences. Itis a path whose entrance is 
plain; but we cannot far perceive its course. Mists thicken upon 
it; deepening with the distance; and every object is hidden from 
cursight. Yet you have all your expectations. Some are resolving 
upon this scheme; others promising themselves that joy. Many 
projects are formed, many felicities are anticipated, some sorrows 
are dreaded, innumerable determinations are made Vain mortals, 
shall experience never correct our presumption! ‘To teach us 
moderation in our hopes and fears, God has wrapped up the future 
from our view. Let us check the ardour of expectation. Let us 
restrain all confidence in our designs. The mist which covers the 
future, should teach us to be modest and circumspect as we advance, 
and to commend ourselves and our fortunes to the care of God. 
* Boast not thyself of to-morrow, for thou knowest not what a day 
may bring forth.” 

This leads us to another important thing, presented to our 
thoughts in looking forward to the year we have entered—the pos- 
sibility that in it we may die. It is among the offices of time, to 
carry successive generations to the tomb. “He rests no year from 
his work. Without all doubt, some of us shall this year have our 
lives terminated, and be brought into the presence of God. To 
whom the arrow of death shall be sent, to the old or to the young, 
to the healthy or to the feeble, to the sober or to the gay, to you or 
to me, is known only to the Most High. On what can any of us 
found the assurance that it shall not be sent to him? Are we safe 
in the vigour of health, and in the happiness of our condition ? 
The strong and active, and they who were at ease, have in the last 
year, suddenly passed away. Are we safe in our youth and accom- 
plishments? The opemng bud, and the vivid blossom, have fallen 
as frequently as matured fruit. Are we safe in our usefulness, our 
virtues, or the prayers of our friends? Ahno! Among the victims 
of death, whom we are even now lamenting, I see the upright parent, 
whose continuance here, seemed greatly important to a rising fami 
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ly—the dutiful child, on whom parental fondness was hoping to lean 
in the evening of life—and the youthful relative, in whom kindred 
affection observed the beamings of very many virtues, and for whom, 
could they have availed, there had not been wanting the most fer- 
vent prayers. We surely have not better ground, upon which to 
build our confidence in life, than these had at the opening of the 
year in which they have died. ‘To us may come as suddenly as to 
them, the warrant of dissolution; and before the months shall have 
rolled this year away, we may, in all probability, some of us, shall be 
numbered with the dead! My hearers, is this indeed true’ What 
a solemn consideration! To die—to shut our eyes upon these tem- 
poral scenes—to go from the pleasures for which we have laboured, 
and the objects to whom we have bound our affections—to end this 
busy, vain career by lying down in the dust—to appear at the bar of 
God and render an account of our deeds—to enter upon the awful 
and unchangeable realities of eternity—who can think of it without 
dismay? And may not this momentuous event, this solemn change, 
be coming on in the months of this year? Set then your houses in 
order. Let your loins be girded and your lamps burning. What- 
ever you would wish done, do while it is called to-day, and make it 
your chief business to see that your salvation is secured. 

But this brings us to remark, in the last place, how great will be 
our folly, if we spend this year inthe pursuit of the happiness which 
men idly expect from the things of this world, and defer to attend to 
our eternal concerns. The experience of past years, teaches us, 
that the joys of this life are uncertain and unsatisfactory. So 
transient are the moments of fruition, that the pleasures and occupa- 
tions are of little value, which furnish not something to sweeten the 
hours of reflection. This is done by few earthly joys. We are 
rather dejected by the recollection that they are gone, than delighted: 
by the remembrance that they have been. There is too, a mournful 
instability in the happiness of this world. It may be that the sun 
now shines upon you, the objects of your care are flourishing around 
you and your sky is clear and bright as summer's most cheerful day. 
But below the horizon, there is a little cloud arising. It may sud- 
denly appear, and spread. Your prospects may be all darkened. Its 
contents may sweep away the objects of your delight It may carry 
the bolt which shall strike you to the dust. In this respect is it, 
that our days ‘see no good.” Every thing important is mutable. 
Every thing earthly is transient. But is man then doomed only toa 
delusory existence? Is it all his fate to pass a few short years in this 
transitory world, walking im a vain shew and disquieting himself in 
vain? No. He has everlasting interests to secure. His soul par- 
takes not of the perishableness of visible things. There is pur- 
chased for him, with the blood of the Son of God, a state of dura- 
ble happiness, and immortality. By.lives of faith and obedience, 
we ure in this probationary being, to obtain the favour of the Al- 
mighty, and an admission into that kingdom of bliss and glory, 
which shall not pass away. And who, that observes experience, set- 
ting once and again her seal to the unsatisfactoriness and incon- 
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stancy of temporal pleasure—who, that has seen death coming sud 
denly upon the wealthy and strong, upon the young and sprightly, 
putting an end in an instant to their pursuits and joys—who, that 
considers his liability to be snatched, in a moment, from the pleas- 
ures of this world, to the award of eternity, can wisely build the 
fabric of his happiness, upon what the world promises, and defer to 
regard what God requires? It is only by living as he has directed, 
that any of his children can arrive at peace. It may be, that you 
are now felicitating yourselves in your condition ; and with renewed 
avidity, projecting for yourselves, many attainments and joys. But 
the fleeting years are bearing you to the grave :—the time will come, 
when, of all the pleasures and profits of the world, of all its pur- 
suits, distinctions, and joys, yea, of every thing, but the truths 
which connect you with God, and the religion which points you to 
heaven, you will give the character which wisdom has given from 
the beginning, “ vanity of vanities, all is vanity.” 

Thus I have set before you, some of the practical reflections, 
which a retrospect of the old, anda prospect of the New-Year, present 
to our consideration. May the Holy Spirit, sanctify them to your 
improvement and happiness. Acquiescing humbly in all the dispen- 
sations of God; discharging faithfully all the duties of life, and 
keeping your affections fixed upon the permanent happiness of the 
better world, go on, my brethren, in your journey of life. Whether 
death shall arrest you in the course of the year, or you shall arrive 
with the living at its end, look to it, that you may be found among 
the sincere disciples of the Lamb. And when time shall be no more, 
may eternity be yours—that eternity of life and glory, which awaits 


the faithful in the kingdom of God. 
te 


FROM BISHOP HOBART’S ADDRESS 
To the Convention of New-York, in October last, we extract as follows:— 


Certain resolutions of the last General Convention, on the subject 
of the Liturgy, will be laid before you. The article of the general con- 
stitution of our church requiring all alterations in the Liturgy to be 
proposed at one General Convension, submitted to the Diocesan 
Conventions, and finxlly acted on at a subsequent General Conven- 
tion, is admirably calculated to secure our invaluable Liturgy from 
hasty and injudicious alterations. There is no necessity, however, 
that the Diocesan Conventions should act upon these alterations.— 
And iny own opinion is, that the most proper place for their discus- 
sion is in the General Convention, who alone can definitely deter- 
mine concerning them, It is proper, however, that you should 
receive all the information which I can afford, of the nature and 
the reasons of these proposed alterations, not only from the great 
importance of every measure which involves, in any degree, that 
Liturgy, so deservedly and devotedly cherished as the distinguishing 
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excellence of our Church, and the great safeguard of rational and 
primitive religion, but especially from the misapprehensious which 
exist on this subject. 

What are the alterations proposed? On this subject I would 
adopt the language of a Right Rev. Brother, and say, that strictly 
speaking, there are no alterations of the Liturgy contemplated ; 
that is, there are to be no omissions of any parts of the Liturgy; nor 
a different arrangement of them. As a whole, the Liturgy remains 
as it now is. There is no omission, or alteration, or different ar- 
rangement of the prayers of the morning and evening service; they 
are to remain as they now are. The alterations respect merely the 
psalms, and the lessons, and the proportions of them which are to be 
read. At present, the psalms for the day, or one of the selections, 
must be used. It is proposed, that the minister may be allowed, not 
compelled, to take, instead of the psalms for the day, or one of the 
selections, any one of the psalms, which shal! be said or sung. At 
present, he is compelled to read for Sundays, for holy days, and for 
all other days, the lessons from holy scripture, as prescribed in the 
calendar. It is proposed, that, still confined on Sundays and holy 
days to the prescribed lessons, he may, at his discretion, read a part, 
not less than fifteen verses, instead of the whole; and on other days, 
when there is not daily service, he may, at his discretion, select other 
lessons from scripture than those prescribed. At present, according 
to the construction which some clergymen (in iny judgment most erro- 
neously) put upon a rubric at the end of the communion service, 
they conceive themselves at liberty to omit using the ten command- 
ments, collect, epistle, and gospel, which are usually denominated the 
ante-communion service. It is proposed that the rubric be so altered 
a8 to preclude all cavil, and to render the use of the ante-com- 
munion service imperative. These are ali the alterations proposed 
in the usual morning and evening service. And hence you will 
perceive how erroneous are the notions which, to a certain extent, 
have prevailed, that the lessons for Sundays and holy days are left 
entirely to the discretion of the minister, and that the Liturgy is 
to be mutilated as to its parts, or altered in its admirable prayers 
and collects. ‘These remain as at present. On Sundays and holy 
days the lessons as now prescribed, are to be used; the discretion 
applies only to the proportion of each lesson. 

In the Confirmation office, it is proposed not to substitute another 
preface and another prayer, instead of those now used, but to allow 
the bishop at his discretion, to use another preface and another 
prayer, retaining all the substantial parts of the former. 

These are all the alterations proposed. The next inquiry is, 
what good object is contemplated by these proposed alterations? 
The answer is, the abreviation of the Liturgy by law, so as to 
remove al] reason for abbreviating it contrary to law—the admitting, 
in certain cases, of more appropriate lessons—the securing the use 
of the ten commandments, collect, epistle, and gospel—and the 
rendering the preface to the confirmation service more full and 
more adapted to the state of things in this country ; and the pre- 
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venting of misunderstanding as to certain expressions in one of the 
prayers in this office. 

A still further question occurs—are these objects of sufficient im- 
portance to justify the proposed alterations ? 

In the first place, as to the abbreviation of the service; it is a 
fact well known, that the service of the church, whether with or 
without good reason, is deemed by many too long—by some too, 
who are unfeignedly attached to it, and who would be most unwil- 
ling to give up any of its valuable features, or to assail with the haud 
of rude innovetion, this invaluable standard of faith and devotion. 
This sentiment prevails the more from the circumstance thatthe con- 
gregations which have been formed (as they will continue to be 
formed) among us, consist almost altogether of those who have not 
been accustomed to our religious institutions, but who, attached to 
our doctrine, to our Episcopal ministry, and also to our form of 
worship, yet deein the latter too long, constituted as human nature 
is, for the purposes of edification. And even in our older congre- 
gations this sentiment more or less prevails, as appears by the fact 
that, with very few exceptions, the clergy avail themselves of the 
discretion of omitting cevtain parts of the service. But the evil, 
and surely it is a great one, is, that from the alleged plea of the 
immoderate length of the service, parts of it are omitted in many 
congregations, and in some other places where it is adhered to, 
obstacles are thus raised to the establishment or increase of our 
church. ‘To sacrifice to these circumstances any essential part of 
our Liturgy, would be, | would say, not merely an unwise, but a 
most criminal policy ; for our object should be not numbers merely, 
but purity of principle, and the sacred preservation of those institu- 
tions which so many considerations bind on our judgments and our 
hearts. But if, by allowing the abbreviations of the portion of 
psalms and the lessons, the service may be so abridged, as to remove, 
in part at least, the objections to it from its length, and the alleged 
reasons for unlicensed alterations of it, and thus to conciliate more 

eneral regard for it, and to secure it from the imminent danger of 
individual innovation; surely these are of correct, and even of 
necessary legislation. 

Another end to be accomplished by these proposed alterations, is 
the admitting, in certain cases, of more apprupriate lessons. On 
other days than Sundays and holy days, the inconvenience must 
have been sensibly felt by those who attended weekly prayers, and 
other occasions of service, of the clergy being confined to the 
lessons in the Calendar. If, from the inconvenience being thus ex- 
treme, they now take the liberty of selecting, on these weekly oc- 
casions of worship, their own lessons, they act without authority, 
and contrary to law: and it is now proposed to sanction by law, a 
discretion which thus seems necessary, but which is always dan- 

erous when unlicensed. 

A further object to be accomplished by these alterations, is the 
securing the use of the ante-communion service—the ten com- 


mandments, epistles, and gospel. 
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Of the propriety and the utility of this part of our service, one 
would think there could be no doubt. The solemn annunciattion 
by the minister of the divine code of moral duty, as spoken by God 
hiwself, accompanied after each commaudment by the humble sup- 
plication of the people for pardon and grace, must tend most 
powerfully to excite and cherish the principles and sentiments of 
religion and morals. And the appropriate and judicious selections 
of scripture, constituting the epistles and gospels, are wost admir- 
ably adapted to exhibit and enforce the great truths of redemption, 
and the whole circle of the Christian virtues. And yet this excel- 
lent and impressive part of our service is often omitted. The omis- 
sion is attempted to be justified by the rubric at the end af the 
communion service. Erroneous as this construction undoubtedly 
is, yet as it is maintained, it would seem there could be no doubt of 
the propriety of authoritatively settling this question by the altera- 
tion of the rubric. ‘To this, indeed, some who are opposed to 
allowing any discretion as to the psalms and lessons, have no ob- 
jection; but let them consider, whether, even if they could obtain 
the one measure without the other, it would not be more concilia- 
tory, and render the latter measure more effectual, by the adoption 
of the other. The common plea for the omission of the ante- 
communion service, from the length of the whole service, would 
then be removed, by permission to omit portions of nearly equal 
length with it, in the psalms and lessons. 

With regard to the confirmation service, the present preface seems 
imperfect in not stating the authority on which the ordinance rests; 
and it is felt to be inappropriate, when, as is the case generally in our 
country congregations, those confirmed are principally adult per- 
sons. The expressions in one of the prayers, applied to those who 
are to be confirmed, that God has “‘ regenerated them, &c.” arc, when 
correctly understood, justified by scripture and the authority of the 
primitive church; but they are misunderstood, and the cause of 
considerable cavil and difficulty. It is not proposed to omit the 
expressions, or to alter the prayer containing them, but merely to 
allow the use of another prayer in which these expressions are re- 
tained, but in connexion with explanatory words. 

There is no accounting for the different views which individuals 
of equally sound judgment and honest minds will take of the 
same subject—but, really, the objects to be accomplished by these 
proposed alterations appear to me to be so desirable, and the altera- 
tions so reasonable and judicious, that I have felt great and increas- 
ing surprise at the opposition to them, I hope and pray that this 
Opposition may in no respect be influenced by a desire to retain the 
plea of necessity for altering the Liturgy in consequence of its 
length, that thus “individual license may have no bounds.” But, 
without doubt, the opposition is dictated in many by considerations 
entitled to the highest respect—their attachment to the Liturgy, and 
their fears of innovation. Of my devoted attachment to thet 
Liturgy, I think I have given the fullest evidence: and so far from 
desiring, for my own gratification, to shorten it, I rarely avail my- 
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self of the discretionary rubrics. To secure it from hasty and 
injudicious alterations, unless my memory deceives me, | proposed 
the present article of the constitution, which requires that no altera- 
tious shall be made in it, which have not been adopted in one Gene- 
ral Convention, made known to the different Diocesan Conventions, 
and finally adopted in a subsequent General Convention. Here, 
surely, is full security for our invaluable Liturgy. This provision 
of the constitution cannot be altered but by the same process of the 
alteration being proposed in one General Convention, made known 
to the Diocesan Conventions, and adopted in a subsequent General 
Convention. Without such a provision, the Liturgy might be en- 
dangered by hasty and injudicious alteration. With this provision, 
its most solicitous friends need not fear for it. ‘There will be, with 
such a provision, extreme difficulty in altering the Liturgy under 
any circumstances. Their fears, | humbly conceive, should arise 
from a different source—from the unlicensed alterations in the Liturgy 
which are now practised; which mar its beauty and effect ; which 
must diminish the sacred veneration with which it should be 
cherished; and which thus most seriously endangers it. 

How are these alarming innovations to be arrested? By remon- 
strance and admonition? These have been tried in vain. By the 
strong arm of authority? But ts this an easy or a wise course? 
When the service is felt and admitted by so many persons to be too 
long, public sentiment and general practice will, more or less, sanc- 
tion abbreviations in it. Under such circumstances the exercise of 
discipline, if not imprudent, would at least be difficult. Would it 
not be wiser to remove, as far as possible, the reasons, real or feigned, 
for these violations of law, and then to enforce it? Would not such 
a course be pursued in a civil government? Is it not eminently 
proper in an ecclesiastical one? 

It may be said, that they who now alter the service will continue 
to do it, even afler the proposed abbreviations are adopted—if they 
do not respect law at one time, they will not at another. But let 
it be remembered, law can be enforced with more salutary effect, 
and with less odium, when it has been accommodated, as far as 
possible, without departure from essential principles, to those cir- 
cumstances which are urged as a plea for violating it. Those who 
now omit parts of the service, on account of its length, will have 
no reason to do so when it 1s by law abbreviated. And those who 
will still be lawless, may then be most reasonably subjected to eccle- 
siastical discipline. 

Will it be said, that the proposed abbreviations are so short that 
they will not satisfy those who now object to the length of the ser- 
vice? In many cases, doubtless, the lessons are short ; but in many 
others they are long, and by judiciously abridging them and the 
psxlms, a portion of time will be gained nearly equal to that which 
would be occupied in the use of the ante-communion service. By 
the abbreviations now allowed, by the omission of the Gloria Patri 
in certain cases, and a part of the lessons, but little time is saved ; 
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and yet it seems generally to be deemed of importance to save that 
time. 

It ought to be a strong recommendation of these proposed altera- 
tions, as far as the morning and evening prayer are concerned, that 
these services will not appear to our congregations in a different 
form from what they now do. The psalms will still be read, but 
the portion need not be so long—the lessons will still be read, but 
in some cases abbreviated, and on week days changed from those 
appointed in the calendar—a circumstance which will not be apt to 
be noticed by the congregation. And all this is discretional; for 
those who prefer using ‘the whole portion of psalms, and the entire 
lessons, may do so. , 

Is this discretion objected to, as destroying the uniformity of the 
service? But who alleges that the discretion which now exists, as 
to the omission in certain cases of the Gloria Patri, and a part of 
the Litany, seriously destroys the uniformity of the Liturgy? And 
yet these variations are more striking than those in the contemplated 
alterations. 

Uniformity is, indeed, most seriously destroyed in the present 
state of things. The liberty is taken, in many cases toalter the 
Liturgy, to omit parts of it, and especially the ante-communion ser- 
vice. Such a state of things must endanger not only the Liturgy, 
but the authority and integrity of the C hurch. It is not one of its 
least evils, that it encreases the cause of disunion, and leads to cri- 
minations and recriminations of a most painful description. The 
evil of this state of things was deeply felt by those, who, in the 
last General Convention, advocated the proposed alterations in 
the Liturgy as the best mode of remedying it. 

In the remarks which I have made, I have no desire of exciting 
a discussion of this subject in this Diocesan Convention. The 
whole matter will best be left tothe wisdom of our general ecclesi- 
astical council, who only can definitively act upon it. And if the 
important and essential objects sougit to be accomplished by the 
proposed alterations, can be attained by any other mode liable to 
fewer objections, and more generally acceptable, [ shall heartily 
rejoice. 

It is of the greatest importance to give greater efficiency to our 
missionary exertions. The number of congregations in our new 
settlements are increasing ; but their means are entirely inadequate 
to the support of clergymen. Could you witness, as I have done, 
their meritorious exertions; could you hear, as I constantly do, 
their pressing call for aid—your hearts, I think, would respond to 
their supplication, and no exertions would be wanting for their 
relief. 

Our new congregations, especially at their first formation, consist 
of but a few individuals, and often all of comparatively limited 
means. The burden of erecting a place of worship falls heavily 

uponthem. To receive constantly their importunate and affecting 
applications for aid, and to be compelled, in many cases, to dis- 
courage the expectation of receiving it, is one of the severest among 
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the trials of my official life. Let me beseech my clerical brethren 
to attend to the prescribed missionary collections, and my lay 
brethren to exert themselves in this most exalted of all charities, 
the ministering to the spiritual wants, to the eternal welfare of their 
fellow men. The Missionary Society of this city, and those of 
some other places, are deserving of all praise. Valuable indeed 
are the services of the acting members of these institutions. And 
in justice to the munificient and respectable congregation at Troy, 
I ought to mention that a very liberal collection was made for mis- 
slonary purposes, after a sermon which I preached there for this 
object, in addition to the ordinary collections for the same purposes. 

The General Foreign and Domestic Missionary Society, which 
provides for places not within the range of our diocesan efforts, is 
much in need of funds. Collections have been made for it in the 
churches of which I have the parochial charge, and in some others. 
And I hope, that wherever it can be done without interfering with 
the numerous claims of the destitute portions of our own diocese, 
there will be a readiness to contribute towards the general extension 
of the truths of the Gospel, as professed by our own Church. 

It is with high gratification, I state to you, the complete organiza- 
tion of the General Episcopal Sunday Schoo] Union. The Rev. Mr. 
Whittingham has bestowed much time and labour in drafting the plan 
of instruction, and in preparing the books for publication, and in 
attending to the printing of them. Several members of the exeeu- 
tive committee, and especially our secretary and some laymen, to 
whom this, and other institutions, are much indebted, have been 
actively employed in this laborious work; and the unwearied la- 
bour and attention of our ageut, Mr. Sandford, are devoted to it. 
The tracts can now be furnished at a very cheap rate; and I hope 
and pray that the clergy of our Church, and others who have charge 
of our Sunday Schools, will connect their schools with the General 
Episcopal Union, and avail themselves of its publications: Sun- 
day Schools ought to be considered as the seats of the religious 
instruction of the young and the ignorant; and that instruction, 
primarily directed by the minister of the parish, ought to be con- 
ducted agreeably to our own religious tenets, and surely ought not to 
be subject to any extraneous influence or supervision. 

I would also remind the clergy, and others, that our Episcopal 
Tract Society, in the city of New-York, furnishes tracts, m which 
the doctrine of Christ is set forth, ** as their Church has received the 
same,” and as they are bound by their duty to the Church and their 
ordination vows, ‘to teach their people to keep and observe the 
same. ’ 

Much good is done by the diffusion of religious truth through 
the medium of periodical publications. The long established work, 
the Christian Journal, in this city, it is contemplated to change 
from a monthly to a weekly publication. And the Gospel Messen- 
ger, published by Dr. Rudd, at Auburn, contains much useful 
matter, suited to the exigencies of our Church, and is eminently 
deserving of patronage. The fact, that numerous publications of 
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this description, some of them hostile to our Church, are issued in 
this diocese by other denominations, should stimulate churchinen 
to patronize the few that are devoted to those correct religious 
principles and institutions which their Church sets forth. * * * * * * 
We ought not to shut our eyes against what is passing around us 
in the Christian world. We may there see the consequences of 
certain principles and practices in those extravagances which are 
sweeping respectable religious communions with the besom of mis- 
rule ; which have invaded with ruthless step, the social and domes- 
tic sanctuary; and which have degraded and disgraced the cause of 
rational, serious, and fervent piety. Brethren of the Clergy and 
Laity, as you love that cause, mildly, but firmly, zealously, and 
perseveringly, oppose those principles and practices which would 
thus disgrace and degrade it; and adhere strictly and tenaciously to 
the doctrines and institutions of our own Church, with which this 
holy cause is identified. Experience here—experience, long expe- 
rience in that country from which we are descended—lifts her 
warning voice against all plans, however plausible, for reviving 
religion in our own Church, which are at variance with her insti- 
tutions. These institutions set forth and enforce those great doc- 
trines which constitute the Gospel, the power of God—the sinful- 
ness and guilt of man—his transformation by the renovating in- 
fluences of the Divine Spirit—his salvation only through the merits 
and grace of a Divine Mediator. Our Church considers these 
merits and this grace as pledged and conveyed to the faithful in her 
authorized ministrations, and in her boly sacraments and ordinances. 
In her daily morning and evening prayer, she amply provides for 
all the occasions of public worship. In her Liturgy, she supplies 
the most impressive and fervent language of devotion. It is not 
necessary to seek other public aids to piety than those which her 
institutions furnish; least of all, to have recourse to those which 
are alien from her character. Let her doctrines be received into 
our hearts, and regulate our lives—let her institutions be faithfully 
enforced and practised—and we shall then discharge the sacred 
duty of preserving, in her purity, that Church which best exhibits 
genuine and primitive religion—and thus we shall, finally, attain 
the great end of our calling, the great business of the preseut state 
of probation—the salvation of our souls. God grant this for 
Christ’s sake. JOHN HENRY HOBART. 


sie 


PRESBYTERIAN TESTIMONY IN FAVOUR OF EPISCOPACY. 


_Thave always, says the learned Mr. Le Clerc, a divine of the 
Church of Holland, in which the presbyterian form of government 
prevails, I have always professed to believe that Episcopacy is of 
apostolical institution, and consequently very good and very lawful ; 
that man had no manner of right to change it, in any place, unless 
twas impossible otherwise to reform the abuses that crept into 
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Christianity; that it was justly preserved in England where the 
Reformation was practicable without altering it ; that, therefore, the 
Protestants of England, and other places where there are bishops, 
do very ill to separate from that discipline ; that they would still do 
worse in attempting to destroy it, in order to set up a Presbytery, 
fanaticism and anarchy. ‘Things ought not to be turned into chaos, 
nor people seen every where without a call, and without learning, 
pretending to inspiration. Nothing is more proper to prevent them 
than episcopal discipline, as, by law, established in England, espe- 
cially, when those in church government are men of penetration, so- 


briety and discretion.—Bishop Pretyman’s Exp. of Art. 
2006 


ON FORMS OF PRAYER. 


That it may not appear that Episcopalians are alone in their ap- 
probation or use of a form of prayer, let me cite the reader to the 
following highly respectable authorities. 

The celebrated Robert Hall, of Leicester, England, belonging to 
the Baptist denomination, at a meeting of the Bible Society of that 
place, in 1812, speaking of the Liturgy, observed— 

“Though a protestant dissenter, | cannot be insensible to its me- 
rits. I believe that the evangelical purity of its sentiments, the chas- 
tised fervor of its devotions, and the majestic simplicity of its lan- 
guage, have combined to place it in the very first rank of uninspired 
compositions.” 

Dr. Adam Clark, another distinguished dissenter from the Church 
of England, belonging to the Society of Methodists, but who uses the 
Liturgy in his public worship, thus speaks of it in his preface to the 
Bible— 

** It is a work almost universally esteemed by the devout and pious 
ef every denomination, and the greatest effort of the Reformation, 
next to the translation of the Scriptures into the English language.” 
He afterwards observes—“ This is a short history of a work, which 
all who are acquainted with it, deem superior to every thing of the 
kind produced either by ancient or modern times.” Again he says— 
“It would betray a want of acquaintance with ecclesiastical antiquity 
to suppose that these Prayers and Services originated in the Church of 
Rome, as several of them were in use from the first ages of Christi- 
anity ; and many of the est of them, before the name of Pope, or 
Popery was known in the earth.” 

The pious Dr. Scott, speaking of the Liturgy, expresses him- 
self thus: “ 7 am a Mimster of the Church of England, and J hope 
to continue so, as I prefer her liturgy, her discipline, and her doc- 
trine to that of every other Society of Christians in the universe.” 

The celebrated reformer, Calvin, writing to the Protector, in the 
time of Edward Sixth, says, “As to a form of prayer and ecclesiastical 
rites, I highly approve that it should be certain from which it may 
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not be lawful fer any miuister to depart, as well as in consideration 
of the ignorance and weakness of some, as that it may more platuly 
appear how our churches agree among themselves; and, lastly, that 
a stop may be put to the giddiness of those who affect novelties.” 

Dr. Buchanan, speaking of the Syrian Christians, says—* It ts 
highly probable that if they had not enjoyed the advantage of the 
Daily Prayers, and Waily Portus of Scripture, in their liturgy, 
there would have been, in the revolution of ages, no vestige of Chris- 
tiavity left among them.” And again, * Wo,” says he, “* to the de 
clining Church which hath no Gospel Liturgy ! Witness the Pres- 
byterians in the west of England, and some other sects, (and may 
we not say, very many dissenting churches in New-England 
now?) which are said to have become Arians and Socinians to a 
man” 

We conclude this topic by a reference to the following facts. ‘To 
those who are influenced in regard to their opinion of the Episcopal 
Church by comparison—that is by comparing that church with the 
stute of other churches in this section of our country; and in con- 
sequence of the seeming disparity, and hence often discouraged, the 
following facts may be interesting :— 

i. The Jewish Church, in its public worship in the Temple, and 
in the Synagogue, always used a Liturgy or precomposed form of 
prayer. 

2. Our blessed Saviour, (who during his ministry on earth con- 
stantly attended the worship of the Jewish Temple and Synagogue,) 
always used forms of prayer. 

3. And also taught his disciples to pray by a form. 

4. The holy Apostles, and their successors in the government of 
the Church, used a form of prayerin public worship: and so alsodid 
the whole Christian Church, without a single exception, for 1500 
years after the ascension of Christ. 

5. At the present moment nine-tenths of the whole Christian 
world not only use the Liturgy in the public worship of God, but 
have, likewise, essentially, the same mode of Church government— 
i. e. Episcopal—by bishops, presbyters, or elders and deacons.—Au- 


burn, (N. Y.) Gospel Messenger. 
== 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN SENTINEL.—MONTREAL. 
THE CHURCHMAN’S SUNDAY EVENING FIRESIDE. 


Mr. Eprror—I have frequently remarked, with some surprise, and 
no little regret, the erroneous opinion which is too generally formed, re- 
specting the Sabbath, even by well dispased Christians. You will readily 
suppose, I do not include in this character any man who can, without 
urgent necessity, devote a large, or any portion, of the Lord’s day to 
secular pursuits. Such characters are living in flagrant violation of 
laws both human and divine. I do not even speak of those who think 
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the Sabbath-day a weariness, and cry when will the Sabbath be gone, 
that we may buy and sell wheat? On the contrary, I admit that the 
characters, to whom I now allude, are punctual in their attendance at 
public worship at the stated period, and that during the remainder of the 
sacred day they religiously abstain from worldly pursuits and worldly 
amusements; but I regret that they appear to consider all this positive 
and negative honor of the Sabbath only as an imperative duty ;—per- 
haps as an irksome duty ;—never valuing it as a delightful privilege ;— 
as the greatest external blessing of their ‘earthly pilgrimage ;—as a type 
and anticipation of that eternal ‘Sabbath which remaineth for the people 
of God. They readily concede the aphorism of Solomon, that “ the 
FEAR of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,” but cannot form any 
adequate conception of the emotions of his royal Father, the sweet 
Psalmist of Israel, when mourning over his unavoidable absence from 
the courts of the Lord, or exulting in his attendance with the multitude 
in the voice of praise and thank sgiving among such as keep holy day.— 
Such professors, f humbly conceive, ” although they be earnestly desi- 
rous of keeping God’s commandments, yet cannot be said to cal the 
Sabbath of the Lord a peviaut, the holy of the Lord, honorable.— 
They convey to us no idea of that pom ey filial Jove, which casteth out 


fear because it hath torment. They bear a nearer resemblance to a ser- 


vant, (honest indeed, and obedient, but withal a Aired servant,) than to 
an affectionate child, who, doomed to employ a large portion of six days 
in irksome and uninteresting tasks, away from his father’s house, de- 
lights in the arrival of the seventh;—when, free from care, and toil, 
and pollution, he can devote the whole day to the endearing society, 
feast at the hospitable table, listen to the improving conversation, and 
receive the tender caresses of a fond and indulgent parent. 

To many, however, I am aware, this erroneous opinion has been the 
result of deficiency of knowledge rather than deficiency of principle.— 
Happy, indeed, should I feel, could I be assured that the following 
brief sketch of a Sunday evening, at my own father’s house, might un- 
der the blessing of God, lead any other parent of a family to derive de- 
light as well as profit from a “Sunday Evening’s Fireside.” 

You must know then, Mr. Editor, that [ am one of a numerous fam- 
ily,—thirteen children,—of a dignified and exemplary Clergyman of the 
Chard of England. My mother, who was many years younger than 

my father, was also the daughter and grand- daughter of a learned and 
pious divine. I mentioned this rather extraordinary religious pedigree, 
because I have frequently felt the force of Saint Paul's affecting remem- 
brance of a similar pedigree to Timothy his dearly beloved son—TI call 
to remembrance the unfeigned faith which is in thee, which dwelt ferst in 
thy mother Lois, and thy grandmother Eunice ; and I am persuaded 
that in thee also. Would .to God, that as I possess the same ancestral 
advantages, so | might also possess the same personal piety with this ex- 
emplary Bishop of Ephesus. 

My father was an old-fashioned man, born early in the last century, 
and Kept old-fashioned hours, especially on Sunday, never. on that day 
dining later than one o’clock. ‘To this repast were invited in rotation of 
two and three at a time, the poor old men and women of the parish who 
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were most constant in their attendance at Church. After the evening 
service, the whole family, excepting mere infants, assembled round the 
tea-table ;—a treat pec uliar to this evening. Imagine, Mr. Editor, if 
you ao ave any taste for domestic life ;—picture to your mind, what a 
scene!—The sacerdotal vestments and awe-inspiring preacher were le ft 
with the church ;—the full-bottomed wig and dignified scholar were laid 
aside in the library ;—the immense distance between us, and, (in our es- 
timation) the greatest man upon earth, was very sensibly diminished ; 
and we saw only a venerable figure, “on the shady side of three score 
years,” w rapped i in a flowing black manile, his bald head covered with 
a black velvet cap, much resembling the portraits of Alexander Pope— 
and his countenance beaming with all the delight of a doating father, as 
he beheld, to use his own expression, his darling olive-branches round 
about his table. Near him sat my mother, a tall comely woman, up- 
wards of forty years of age—sometimes our revered parents gazed on 
each other, sometimes on those precious pledges by whom they were 
surrounded, and sometimes the uplifted and moistened eye of either ap- 
peared to express, Lo! these are the children whom Gop hath given me. 

As soon as the tea-things were removed, the evening’s exercises com- 
menced by the whole party joining in a hymn :—gene rally Dr. Watts’ 
beautiful invitation to this delightful and angelic employment :— 


“Come let us join our cheerful songs; 
‘‘With angels round the throne:” 


‘Then commencing with the youngest, every child repeated a piece of 
sacred poetry ;—the younger ¢ hildren generally repeating a short psalm, 
or an easy divine song of Ww atts’, selected by the mother; the elder, who 
were allowed to make their own choice, generally from Young’s Night 
Thoughts, Cotton, Cowper, &c. &c. One or two of the youngest then 
offered up their infant supplications and retired to rest. The remainder 
were examined in the sermons which they had heard during that day.— 
Afterwards, they were called on to render answers to questions, which 
my father had proposed to them in writing in the morning, tending to 
draw from them scriptural proofs and practical illustrations of some por- 
tion of our sublime Liturgy; generally of the collect for the day, Every 
one read his answer in rotation, beginning with the youngest,—my mo- 
ther sate with a book before her, containing the questions, into which 
she entered such of our answers as my father thought most worthy of 
record, with the initials of the successful child. How ambitious were 
our young hearts of this parental distinction! With what delight did 
they throb when we heard the venerated man say to our incomparable 
mother. “I think, my Love, you may write down our dear ———’s 
answer.” Sometimes, I admit, the answers of this band of juvenile 
theologians were not very brilliant; frequently, however, they were de- 
cidedly good, and, when none appeared worthy of record, my father 

himself, like a professor in the academic schools, gave his own decision. 
This maternal record is, I fondly hope, still in existence in a distant 
land,—could I think it would prove acceptable or useful to your read- 
ers, I could procure it and present it as containing hints for Sunday ex- 
ercises to such as are heads of families. 
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The happy and blessed evening concluded in the assembling of the 
servants in addition, when the devout old man edified us with a few ex- 
temporaneous observations on the collect for the day ; frequently remark- 
ing that the collects are the most comprehensive and beautiful of all the 
many beautiful prayers of our Church. The whole assembly, including 
the servants, then rose; and, previously to family prayers, joined in 
singing a metrical p: raphrase of the same collect ;* the production of 
my father’s genius, during the little leisure which he had enjoyed during 
the preceding week. These metrical versions were designedly compos- 
ed in a very plain style, for the use of children, servants, and Sunday 
scholars. Highly do I honour the genius which can stoop as well as 
soar! which accustomed, in early academic life, to the “doctarum he- 
dere premia frontium,” can, in advanced age, descend to write for the 
pleasure and profit of children and servants. More than one, however, 
more especially the version of the Epiphany collect,t afford, specimens of 
what he was capable when he allowed his muse to soar. [I think such 
of your readers as possess taste for criticism, will agree with me, that his 
paraphrase of the sublime conclusion of that collect is as beautiful as it 
is explanatory.} Those metrical versions are now in my possession.— 
By inserting about eight or nine in a number, they can all make their 
appearance in the course of your first volume. I heartily wish your 
readers may derive half as much pleasure from the perusal, as I receive 
from the communication. ‘The tale is true and drawn from life. The 
remembrance of these “ songs of Sion,” and of these “days of other 
years,” often come over my soul like “the songs of the Lord in a strange 
land.” 1 have thought of them, amidst the literary and social hours of 
academic retreats ;—amidst the alternate harrassings and gaities of a 
military life ;—amidst the solitude of a country village ;—yea, even now, 
when I think thereupon, I pour out my heart by myself. C.S. 


ON THE PASTORAL RELATION. 


Of all the connexions existing between man and man, no one 
(exclusive of close consanguinity or affinity) is so binding or en- 
dearing as that which exists between a Christian Pastor and the 
Flock committed to his charge, considered with reference either to 
its interesting nature or its permanent duration. Even excluding 
religion, the effect of a mere amiable Copaninen would be to draw 
that tie closer and closer day by day. Saint Paul evidently antici- 
pated and exulted in the hope of a recognition of his converts in 
another world, and declares that the object of his unceasing exer- 


* Four of these versified Collects were published in the last number of the Gospe! 
Messenger. 


t See page 23 of this number. 


+ Grant that we who know thee now by faith, may, after this life have the fruition 

“ of thy glorious Godhead.’ —Sublime, inspiring thought!—to participate in the glo- 

, the holiness, the knowledge of the Almighty himself!—to be filled with all the 
tulness of Ged? 
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tions and constant prayers was this:—that he might present them 
as his hope, and joy, and crown of rejoicing im the presence of the 
Lord Jesus Christ at his coming. We cannot, theretore, feel sur- 
prised that the same apostle should even in this world accompany 
all his exhortarions by some endearing expression—To the Romans 
he repeatedly says, “* dearly beloved;”—in like manner, to the Co- 
rinthians;—but to the Philippians he expresses himself with peculiar 
warmth—* Therefore, my brethren, dearly beloved, and longed for, 
my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.” Iu 
imitation of such high examples, our Church commences the ex- 
hortation, wherewith her sublime service opens, by an expression 
remarkably calculated to impress on the minds of the minister and 
the people, the close and endearing tie which ought to bind them 
in reciprocal affection—‘ Dearly beloved brethren!” These apos- 
tolic expressions of attachment must however be supposed to 
extend beyond the mere persons of men; nor could our venerable 
Church ever intend, on an occasion so solemn, or in a place so 
sacred, to put the language of commonplace heartless compliment 
into the mouths of her ministers ;—on the contrary, she supposes 
all her sons to be partakers of the spirit of Him who died to save 
sinners ;—that all who “ are moved by the Holy Ghost to take upon 
them an office and ministration to serve God for the promoting 
his glory, and edifying his people,” are by the same Holy Ghost 
endued with a hearty zeal for God’s glory, and an affectionate re- 
gard forthe souls of men. Surely, therefore, our “ dearly beloved 
brethren,” who compose our congregations, ought not to ‘ let us 
become their enemies because we tell them the truth,’ however harsh 
that truth may sound.* Do we “reprove?”—our reproof is the 
voice of friendship. Do we “rebuke?”—it is in love. Do we 
‘“‘exhort?”—it is because we are affectionately solicitous for the 
eternal welfare of those who are the objects of our exhortations. 
We strive to conciliate their esteem and affection in order to increase 
our moral control, our influence in promoting their spiritual welfare. 

Lhid. 


ON THE OFFICE OF A SCHOOLMASTER. 


What earthly compensation, we have frequently thought with 
ourselves, doth Hope, that sweet encourager of all our toils, hold 
out as an adequate remuneration to the wearisome profession, and 
anxious labours of an able conscientious schoolmaster,—not the 
honors nor distinctions for which ambition ardently sighs; for to 
these the camp, the forum, or even the pulpit, offers a more hopeful 
path. Not the opulence of which ayarice so fondly dreams; for 
few indeed in that ill-requited, though honorable profession, attain 


* Cujus aures clause veritati sunt, ut ab amico vera audire nequeant, hujus salus 
desperanda est,—Cic. de Amicitid. Uf the word salus in this passage be rendered 
vavation, the remark is worthy of a christian minister 
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even toa competence, until that period of life when all human treasures 
cease to delight, and all human toils are about to cease to anuoy ; and 
yetif we value a profession by the fairest mode of estimating ; by the 
proportion of good it confers on society ;—what profession ought 
to stand so high in estimation as that, whose peculiar office is to sow, 
in the rich soil of the infant heart, seeds of moral and religious 
principle, of sound judgment, of lofty sentiment, and of correct 
taste, which in matured life spring up and branch out into heroes, 
statesmen, patriots, scholars, orators, poets, and christian advocates ; 
the benefactors and delights of mankind. 'TTo the schoolmaster 

doth the parent confide that blessed child whom his own deficiency 
of ability, or want of leisure, or lack of industry, prevents himself 
from educating. The master thus becomes the locum-tenens of the 
the father ;—the most sacred of all human relations. What cease- 
less toils! what constant anxiety! class after class in endless suc- 
cession, prepared by his precepts and instruction, are separated 
from him, and sent forth to act their parts on life’s bustling stage, 
just at the period when their matured intellects and ripened virtues 
would have rendered their society solacing to their parental friend, 
who is again called on to form new connexions with those who 
occupy the vacancies occasioned by their departure. 

Yet there is a remuneration even in this world, richer far than 
all that honors or wealth can bestow. We mean the endearing 
affection, and indelible gratitude of his pupils ;—sometimes, indeed, 
this remuneration hath been attended with the addition of honor 
and wealth; for some of the most distinguished dignitaries of our 
Church have been indebted for their elevation to the political in- 
fluence of their ever-grateful pupils. This, however, must happen 
rarely, and at a late period in life, as the pupils themselves must be 
supposed to be somewhat matured in years before they possess suf- 
ficient power to bestow these splendid marks of affection and grati- 
tude on the paternal guide of their youth. But apart from all 
considerations of lucre, the humblest offering of affection and 
gratitude, if sincere, must, to a preceptor of amiable feeling and 
christian principle, prove a rich remuneration :—the richest earth 
can bestown save one, if that one can indeed be called earthly.— 


Need we add, we allude to the humble, but devout anticipation of 


that period when the beatified spirits of those beloved pupils whom 
he hath 


« Allured to brighter worlds, and led the way,” 


shall, in the presence of the glorified family of heaven, acknowledge 
how much, under the divine blessing, they owe to his “ training then 
up in the way they should go,” for the felicity and glory into which 


they have entered. 
We trust our readers in general will not consider these remarks 


as irrevalent to the design avowed in our prospectus ; for assuredly 
the right education of “youth is inseparably connected with “ the 
genuine principles of the Catholic Church of Christ.”—Jbid. 





* 











Poetry. 


POETRY. 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN SENTINEL. 


COLLECT FOR THE CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST 


Almighty God! thy blessed Son, 
Whose was one with thine, 
Was circumcised for sinful man, 

And kept each law divine. 


No more that legal rite has force 
Our outward man to bind; 

But still we must be circumcised, 
And pure in heart and mind. 


That better circumcision, Lord! 
Thy grace alone imparts, 

To slay each worldly carnal lust, 
That would enslave our hearts. 


Hence let us all our passions curb, 
Each rebel heart subdue, 

And all thy blessed will, O God! 
With steadfast zeal pursue. 


> 


COLLECT FOR EPIPHANY, 


Or the Manifestation of Chirst to the Gentiles. 


Father of light! thy sov’reign power 
Those shining orbs proclaim each hour, 
Which, as they cheer the night and day, 
Thy ceaseless love to man display. 


But O what star’s auspicious light, 

E’er bless’d the wand ring pilgrim’s sight. 
Like that which o’er the Magi shone, 
And led them to thine only Son? 


Lo! guided by his faithful ray, 

With joytul speed they urge their way, 
And all their choiest offerings bring, 
To hail their new-born heav'nly King 


May we, O God! like them rejoice, 

To see thy light, and hear thy voice, 
Content awhile of Thee to know 

W hat Faith’s perspective glass can show 


But grant that we may one day soar 
To realms of light, and there explore 
Thy plans of wisdom, mercy, love, 
And praise them with the saints above.” 


* Vide Note, p. 20 
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COLLECT FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 


COLLECT FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 


COLLECT FOR 


Unworthy, Lord, we sinners are, 
To offer ‘ncense at thy throne, 

Yet deign <o hear thy people's prayer, 
And make thy loving mercy known. 


Thro’ passion, or thro’ ign’rance blind, 
We oft discern not good from ill; 

And when discerning oft we find, 
That reason cannot rule the will. 


Though all thy sacred laws we knew, 
Yet would that knowledge all be vain, 

Without the will and power to do 
Whate’er thy wisdom shall ordain. 


But, Lord, that knowledge, will and power, a 
Are offerings of thy grace alone, | 


O grant us these to life’s last hour, 3 
And all thy will be henceforth done. e 

mb 

: Or 4 

a 


O God! at whose supreme command, 
All nature’s wond’rous frame first rose, 


And still to thy supporting hand -. 
Its daily preservation owes; 
"Tis thine to rule with sov’reign sway 


O’er all below and all above; 
Angels and saints thy will obey, 
And own thy might conjoined with love. 


From Thee, enthron’d above the skies, 
May we this favor, Lord, obtain— 

That thou wilt hear, and not despise, 
Thy people’s supplicating strain. 


> 


\3 Pe 5 De : 
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Q let thy peace—thy heav'nly peace, 
Be with us to our latest breath, 

‘That bids the storms of life to cease, 
And draws the sharpest sting of death. 


LA 
THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 


Eternal source of life and power! 
In Thee we live and move: 

No strength we have, and none we hope, 
But from thy boundless love. 


Like lepers, Lord, diseas’d and weak, 
To Thee for help we fly; 

As thou alone canst make us clean, 
O, hear our suppliant cry. 


Oft as we tread those paths of life 
Which dangerous snares attend, 

Stretch forth, O Saviour! thy right arm 
To succour and defend. 


Behold we're poor, and various wants 
Our anxious souls distress; 

Lord, open wide thy bounteous hand . 
And all our wants redress. j 
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Religious Intelligence. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGUNCE. 


We understand that the Rev. Edward Neufville, late minister of Prince 
William’s Parish, in this diocese, has been invited to the charge of Christ 
Church, Savannah, vacated by the lamented death of the Rey. Abtel 
Carter, and has accepted the same. 

“ Sunday Schoolof Moyamensing, Pennsyleania.—T he report states, 
that there are about fifty scholars and eleven teachers, who attend alter- 
nately on Sunday afternoon. When the school was first opened, the 
children were taught, in the morning, before church hours, and after 
service in the afternoon. The shortness of the days precluded the pos- 
sibility of continuing this arrangement, and the one abovementioned was 
resorted to; though not without some reluctance on the + a of the teach- 
ers, who are thus prevented from an attendance on the Sanctuary. Yet, 
convinced that it cannot but prove highly advantageous to the children, 
they deem it their duty to forego all other considerations.” 

We extract the above paragraph for the purpose of inviting our breth- 
ren to reconsider whether a child should, under any circumstances, be 
kept from attendance on those divinely constituted means of grace, pub- 
lic worship and hearing sermons, in order to attend on a Sunday school ; 
or rather, whether the holding of a Sunday school during C hurch hours, 
and thus inviting both teachers and pupils to prefer the exercises of the 
school to those of the Lord’s house, be not a practice liable to serious 
objections. We trust that this is the only school in our Church in which 
the abovementioned arrangement has taken place, and we must say that 
we regret the precedent, which seems to us not to comport with the 
views of Episcopalians, as to the importance of an habitual deference to 
the divinely appointed Ministry, and means of grace, 

Protestant Episcopal General Sunday School Union.—* The con- 
tributions hitherto received, amounting in all only to 81220 5, (of which 

$886 5 have been received from the City and State of New-York alone,) 
have been sufficient to do little more than fairly start the business of the 
Institution. The committee have, with the funds which have been 
already placed at their disposal, stereotyped eleven works and fen single 
cards, comprising four hundred and fourteen pages in 18mo, and printed 
editions of the same, comprising in all sizty-three thousand copies, con- 
taining one million three hundred and eighteen thousand pages. Besides 
these, six sets of blank forms for Sunday School Minute Book, Register, 
and Roll Book, comprising thirty quarto pages of stereotype, have been 
prepared, and editions of two hundred and fifty each have been printed, 
One thousand copies of the System of Instruction, e ightee n pages 18mo, 
together with the several ¢ irculars, re port, &c. of the Society, have also 
been printed. The committec appet al, with confidence, to the members 
of the Episcopal Church, for a decision, whether they have not faith- 
fully fulfilled the trust committed to them. If they have, they earnestly 
beseech their brethren throughout the United States, not to suffer a stop 
GOS. MESS.—VOL. V. 4 















26 Religious Intelligence. {Jan. 


to be put to their labours by the want of funds. They ask but a com 
paratively small sum to enable them to complete what they think they 
have begun with energy, and the promise of success. Let not their rea- 
sonable request be slighted or denied!” 


‘rritory of F'lorida.—The Rey. Mr. Williston, who went out by 
appointment of the General Protestant Episcopal Missionary Society, 
held Divine Service at Wascissa, Jefferson county, Middle Florida, on 
the 2d December, and notice was given that he would officiate on the 
9th of December, at Tallahassee, the capital of the territory. A friend 
writes, “‘Lam happy to say Mr. W. has made a favourable impre ssi0n, 
and I am inclined to the opinion he is well calculated for the mission.” 


Protestant Episcopal Church, at Augusta, Ga.—We have learned, 
with great pleasure, that a vigorous effort has been. recently made to free 
this Church from debt, which has elicited some instances of unusual 
liberality. ‘Three gentlemen subscribed each 81000 for the above meri- 
torious purpose. 

Ohio.—The Convention of this diocess was held on the 5th Septem- 
ber, at Mount Vernon. There were present, the Bishop, eight of the 
Clergy, and fourteen of the Laity. It appears that there are eleven Cler- 
gymen in the diocese, including the Bishop. 

“The secretary having read a communication from the General Con- 
vention, submitting certain resolutions respecting proposed alterations 
of some Rubricks and Offices of the Book of Common Prayer, the fol- 
lowing resolution was, on motion, unanimously adopted :— 

* Resolved, 'That this Convention feel constrained, by an imperious 
sense of duty, and an earnest desire for the peace and unity of the 
Church, to disapprove the alterations of our incomparable Liturgy, pro- 
posed by the General Convention held in Philadelphia, November, 
1826.” It was also 

“ Resolved, That this Convention do heartily approve ‘“ The Prayer 
Book, Sunday School, and Tract Society of the Diocese of Ohio, and 
hail it as an Institution happily adapted to the peculiar circumstances and 
wants of our people, and likely to produce incalculable good.” 

The Bishop’s address will be published, in part, in our next number. 


Mission at the Red River Settlement, Canada.—The Rev. Mr. Jones, 
who was sent out by the Church Missionary. Society of London, writes 
as follows tothe Bishop of Quebec :— 

“We have two places of worship—our congregations are not nu- 
mericaliy great; I should average the attendance at each Church at 
about three hundred, but though the number be small, [I never wit- 
nessed a congregation so genera ly attentive. ‘Three years ago, the num- 
ber of communicants was only six; they are now increased to seventy- 
ty-three, out of which, twenty-four are Scotchmen—half-breed natives, 
twenty-seven—Englishmen, five—Indian females, three—Orkneymen, 
fourteen. All these, at their examinations previous to admission, gave 
the most unequivocal testimony of their being influenced by the love of 
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Christ as a constraining principle. ‘The touchstone of fitness for the 
ordiuance with us, is the response to the last question of the excellent 
Catechism of our Church. There are several now upon trial. [am 
often under great difficulty on this head, not wishing, on one side, to 
allow unhallowed hands to touch the altar; and on the other, far from 
wishing to discourage the weak, ignorant but sincere inquirer. In regard 
to the general conduct of these people, which we scrupulously watch 
over, I can truly say, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, they have 
their conversation inthe world ‘The half-breeds, i in partic ular, delight 
me. We have two Sunday schools, attended by an average of about 
one hundred and fifty ¢ hildren of almost eve ry nation, language and 
kindred ; there are several native half-breed teac hers. Our Indian school 
has fifteen boys and girls. I have not yet been able to enlarge this school 
according to the original intention, owing to the scare ity of provisions 
which has prevailed during the late seasons. Nine of the boys and six 
of the girls are Muskaigoes or Swampy Crees. ‘Two from the westward 
of the Rocky Mountains, one a Nootaney, and the other a Spokain.— 
We have one Ossenibome, one Chippeway from Churchill, one Saul- 
teaux, and one Esquimaux. They are all fine children, and learn as 
fast as an equal number in the cis ilized world. All these children were 
seut here by the officers of the Hudson’s Bay Company, and L trust Pro- 
vidence will, by and by, open a door for them to be usefully employed, 
Besides the Indian school, the ‘re are two day-schools in different parts 
of the settlement which we superintend; they are well attended duriag 
the winter; but, in the summer season, thei ‘ir parents re quire the assist- 
auce of such boys as are able to work, to supcrutend their cattle, and 
other farming occupations. I trust, we can safely say, that no pains are 
spared to sow, in the minds of all, the seed of mor: al, intellectual, and 
spiritual tmprovement. We go on, in full confidence, that our Divine 
Master will ** not despise the day of small 2, pe and that, in course of 
time, we “shall see gre ater things than these.”?” We have our trials and 
discourageme nts, but God is better to us tha an all our fears. We have 
experienced his paternal care so often, when human aid could not have 
availed us, that it would manifest a d: plorable want of fiuth, as well as 
of gratitude, eriier to murmur or distrust Him for the future. In the 
absence of home aud domestic enjoyments, and while enduring many 
temporal privations, his promise, of never leaving or forsaking us, sup 
ports us.” * * * * * ° 

‘Since the autumn of 1825, L have been assisted in the discharge of 
clerical duties by the Rev Wim. Cockran; he was sent here with his 
wife aud child by the Church Missionary Society. Mrs. Cockran is 
now commencing a boardmg-school for the daughters of gentlemen 
connected with the Hudson’s Bay Company’s service, of which, under 
God, I hope great tings. The bearing which female education is cal- 
cuiaied to have on the moral improvement of the people at large, is a 
pout deserving of the support and countenance of all well wishers to the 
objects of missions; and is a powst, | am glad to see, upon which mis 
sionaries throughout the world are acting.”—Christian Sentinel. 
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Mohawk Mission, U. C.—We are happy to find, from unquestionable 
authority, that the New-England Company appear to have turned their 
attention tothe spiritual wants of the Indian Nations settled in Upper 
Canada. The corporation have sent out the Rev. R. Lugger, a Pres- 
byter of the Church of England, to prosecute their benevolent designs 
amongst the Six Nations on the Grand River; more than half of whom 
are still ina heath n state. A sum of money has also been placed at 
the command of John Brant, Esq. the Mohawk Chief, for the repair of 
the Church, and the erection of two school-houses. The arrival of Mr. 
Lugger, at the present juncture, is very opportune, and has obviated the 
difficulty under which the Church laboured, in providing for the regular 
ministration of the Word and Sacraments of God during the absence of 
Rev. W. Hough. This latter gentleman, the salutary effects of whose 
influence among the Indians is already very perceptible, we are sorry 
to learn, has been obliged to request the Lord Bishop’s sanction of his 
return to England for the benefit of his health. The Chiefs, shortly 
after his departure, held a council, in order to take, as they hope, a tem- 


porary \eave of their respected pastor, and expressed, at the same time, 


much anxiety for his speedy return. In the interval, his place will be 
taken by Mr. Lugger. When the Rev. W. Hough re-assumes his cle- 
rieal duties, the services of both will find ample employment on the 
Grand River. And it is hoped, that the exertions of these two active 
and experienced clergymen, joined to the establishment of so many 
schools under their superintendance, will be productive of more exten- 
sive and effective good among the rising generation of Indians, than if 
the charge of a work, so important, had been left to the single liberality 
of the Society for the propagation of the Gospel in foreign parts, whose 
funds are devoted, in this diocese and elsewhere, to such a multitude of 
objects no less deserving of their support.— Christian Sentinel, 

Diocese of Nova Scotia.—The Bishop of Nova Scotia visited the 
island of Newfoundland in June last, consecrated “a very excellent 
Church,” and confirmed three hundred and sixteen persons. A com- 
mittee of the Society for promoting Christian knowledge was constituted, 

and £130 sterling contributed to its funds.—id. 

India.—A favourable report has been received of the state of the 
schools, founded by the Society, for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 
near Caleutta.—“ This is a most important feature of the system, by 
which the knowledge of true religion is to be imparted to the ‘people of 
India. Sixteen schools are supported in that district, containing 1280 
native boys, ‘who are receiving from the Society the blessings of edu- 
cation, and imbibing principles of order and morality.’ 

" These boys, in quickness of apprehension and facility in learning, 
would not suffer from comparison with boys of the same age in Europe. 
Added to this, there is in them a readiness and even desire to be instruct- 
ed, beyond what is commonly found in our own country. Besides the 


usual class books, others of a religious nature are read in the schools ; in 

icular, Watts’s Catechism, and selections from the Bible in Bengali 
and English. ‘Though books of the latter character were formerly re- 
ceived with considerable caution and dislike, there is now not the slight- 
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est objection to the perusal of them. How encouraging 1s the — 
ledge of this fact, when it is remembered iat not many years ago, | 
was scarcely possible to persuade the natives to send their children to 
echool to be instructed even on their own plan. it is somewhat rem: irk- 
able, that a large portion of the boys who attend these schools are the 
sons of Mussulman parents, though the languege exc lusively taugh 
therd is Bengalli, the vernacular tongue of the Hindus. Some few of 
the older boys are mstructed in English, which language there is a pre- 
vailing desire to learn; but the privilege, of being taught it, is usually 
held out as an encouragement and reward to industry and good conduct, 
The monthly expense of supporting all these schools is about six hun- 
dred sicca rupees. 

“An attempt has been made to establish schools for girls, which has 
been attended with success. A few have been collected at each school, 
which, considering the state of bondage tu which females are held im 
India, and the superstitious objections which exist to giving them in- 
struction, holds out the most flattering encouragement for future times.” 
Church Register. 

Protestant Episcopal Church in F'rance.—We understand that Bishop 
Low, of Pittenweem, has just returned from visiting the churches erected 
within these few years by the English emigrants in the various parts of 
France. From all that we can learn, it would appear that there is now 
heginning to take root on the content, a regularly organized Protestant 
Episcopal Chureh, apostolically governed by its own independent Bishop, 
Dr. Luscombe, whe was ord: ained for that important mission, by the 
Scotch Bishops at Stirling, three years ago, and whose labours since his 
residence abroad, in the peculiar duties of his sacred office, have been 
attended with the happiest effects in promoting the spiritual welfare of 
a numerous and increasing flock. is remarkable that the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States of America, which has extended 
itselfso widely all over that immense country, should, in the first instance, 
have owed its existence, as an independent Church, to the zeal of the 
Scotch Bishops. Dr. Seabury, the first transatlantic Bishop, having 
received the Episcopal power from the hands of the late Bishops Kilgour 
and Skinner, at Aberdeen, in 1784.—Edinburgh Observer. 

Prayer Book and Homily Society.—F rom an abstract of the fifteengh 
report, in the Church Register, we derive the following interesting par- 
ticulars :— 

During the past year, there have been issued, of bound books, 12,183. 
and of homilies and extracts from the Liturgy, as tracts, 106,181. Hi- 
therto the trish Prayer Beok has been very cautiously and sparingly 
distributed: the time, however, scems to have arrived, when the neces- 
sity of such caution may be considered as very greatly diminished. An 
application for books from the county of Tipperary was accompanied 
by the following remarks :— 

“The people are very anxious to obtain the Church of England 
Prayer-Book in both languages. The thirty-nine articles, in particular, 
seem to awaken their curiosity, as they hz ave hitherto had no idea of the 
real doctrines of the established Church.’ 


‘ 
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The great desire which has arisen for the Prayer-Book of the Church 
of England, bears testimo sthe fact, that the work of Scriptural in- 
struction is going on in treed. 

This gratifying fact has new, indeed, been proved beyond all power 
of contradiction, by the remarkable events of the last few months. At 
an early period of that work of Reformation, which commenced so aus- , 
piciously, and seems to be proceeding so steadily, the attention of this 
Society was called to the case of the converts from Popery in the county 
of Cavan. It seems almost unnecessary to say, that such a call as this 
was obeyed by your committee, An assortment of Prayer-Books, ‘oth 
English and Irish, was most cheerfully granted; and such a selection 

of the Homilies, bound up together, as, after due consultation, seemed 
best suited tothe circumstances of those parts of [reland at the present tine. 
! The committee add the following gratifying extract from the Journal Ny 
‘ of an Lrish Reader :— 
On Christmas day many of my pupils assembled together, when we 
spent the day in searching the Scriptures, and reading the Book of 
t Common Prayer of the Church of England: some of the people are 
f committing to memory some of the prayers contained in the Book of # 
| ( ‘ommon-Prayer. This eve ning, as [ was reading the prayer for the 
King’s Majesty—* O Lord our Heavenly Father, High and Mighty, 
\ King of kings, and Lord of lords, &e.” when I came to that oes 
i “strengthen him, that he may vanquish and overcome all his enemies,” : 
| they exclaimed aloud, “ Amen.” Many of them confessed, that be vl : 
t they read the Scriptures, they used to curse the King and all the Royal ~*~ 
I Family, and pray for a Catholic King; and that they used to long, 
\! earnestly, for the year 1825, in hopes that there would be an end to the 
King, as Pastorini predic ted, that the fifth vial of the wrath of (rod 
would be poured out upon all who should hold the reins of government 
in their hand. [ am happy to say, that Scripture readers often meet 
at the Throne of Grace, and oifer up humble prayer to God for the 
| King and Royal Family, for the Clergy, for the High Court of Parlia- ? 
| ment, and all people. 
Foreign Proceedings.—New Translations.—To the translations of 
the Formularies, or parts of them, into different languages, procured 
previously to the year 1826, the committee have now the pleasure te 
announce the following additions :— 
The morning and evening services of the Church in Persic, translated 
by Mirza Ibrahim, and revised by Professor Lee: this translation is 
now in the press. 
In Modern Greek, and in’ Armenian, translations of the ninth homily a 
have been procured, and are about to be printed at Constantinople. 
In Jewish Spanish, a selection of Prayers and Thanksgivings from 
the Liturgy is under preparation, for the use of present and future con-* 
verts. 
The Second and Third Hamilies have been rendered into Indo- Por- 
tuguese. 
In pure Portuguese, the conmittee have obtained, and are circulat- 
ing, a translation of th ve Second and Ninth Homilies, and have com- 
| missioned the translator to prepare also a version of parts of the Litur- 
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Bible Questions. 
gv: the Brazils, the Madeiras, the Azores, and other regions, present 
an immense ficld for the distribution of useful Tracts in this language. 

In reference to translations not made by this Society, but previously 
existing, the Committee will only state, that, in Spanish, they have 
just printed a revised translation of the Liturgy, with the addition of 
the Ordination Services, in a largertype than the edition which they 
have hitherto cireulated: they have also added to former selections from 
the Liturgy, a Tract, containing such prayers and thanksgivings as 
seemed p: articularly suitable for distribution in this language. 

Arabic Liturgy and Homilies.—Of the parts of the Liturgy, translat- 
ed by Dr. Pococke, and re-printed in the course of the vear 1826, by 
this Society, 500 copies have been consigned to the care of the Rev. W. 
Jowett, at Malta; 100to Archdeacon Corrie, at Caleutta; and a smaller 
number to they Rev. Mr. Fenn, at Cotymn: of the 500 copies sent to 
Malta, 200 have been forwarded to Beyrout, and 100 to Cairo. To 
these have been added, in each instanee, the First Homily, in the same 
language; copies of which have been committed also to persons going 
to Simvrna, Constantinople, and other places where they night be use- 
fullv distributed. On the subject of these translations, a clerical corres- 
noudent writes— 

I rejoice to see your Society thus laying hold of the Arabic: it is a 

vast language, and re quires Ww ide arms, patient hearts, and liberal purses 
to scope with its immense demands: gradually, nth in various 
quarters, societies and individuals are grap pling with 3 I should be 
glad to hearhat the Third Homily, in which the partion’ of justifica- 
tion by faith is so perspicuously unfolded, was translated by vour Soci- 
ety into this danguage, and, indeed, into all the languages of the earth. 

Bible Questions.—1. Qn what grounds do we believe that the hooks 
of the Old Testament were written by the persous, and at the times to 
which they are assigned ? 

Consult Horne’s Introduction to Scripture, Vol. 1. and Vol. TV. 
Allix’s Reflections on the Old and New Testame: ot — he o in Watson's 
Theol. Tracts, Vol. le j—Alerander on the Clenon of Ser pture——Rees’ 
Cyclopedia, art. canon—Tomline’s Blements of Theology, Vol. = 
Doddridge’s Lectures, Vol. ¥. part vi.—Jenkins? Reasonablencess of 
Christian Religion, Vol. U1. ch. iv. v. 

On what grounds do we believe that the books of the New Testa- 
ment were written by the persons to whom they are ascribed, and at the 
times assigned ? 

Consult the above; also, Michaelis’ Introduction to Ne« Testame nt, 
Vol. 1.—Paley’s Evidences—Grotius on the Truth of — hristian uy— 
Jones’ New aa Full Method of settling the Canon of New T'cstam.— 
Lardner’s Credibility of the Gospel History and Supple mend, ch. iii. 
and xxiv. (in Watson’s Theel. Tracts, Vol. ii. )—tuss’ Authenticity, 
&ec. of the New Test,—Gregory’s Letters On the Christian Re ligion— 
Chalmers’ Evidences. 

3. What reasons have we for believing that the Scriptures have not 
been mutilated or corrupted ? 

Consult Horne’s Introduction, Vol. t-—Less’ 
denkins’ Reasonableness, and most of the abeve. 


Angwers on the first Sunday in February. 


Authenticity, &c.— 


7 














32 New Publication— Episcopal Acts—Obituar y— Calendar. 


NEW PUBLICATION. 

The Biblical Reader; or Interesting Extracts from the Sacred Scriptures : with prac- 
tical Observations, and Questions for the Examination of Scholars—for the use of 
schools generally, and Sunday schools in particular; and is also well calculated for 
individuals and families, by Rey. J. L. Blake, A. M.; Rector of St. Matthew's 
Church, and Principal of a Literary Seminary, Boston, (Mass.) ornamented with 
cuts. 


—- oe 
EPISCOPAL ACTS. 


ORDINATIONS, 


By the Right Rev. Dr. Bowen, Bishop of the P. E. Church in South-Carolina.—Onu 
Sunday, Dee. 2nd, 1527, in St. Michael’s Church, Charleston, Mr. John 8. Field 
was admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Hobart, Bishop of the P. E. Church in’ New- York.—On 
Tuesday, October 16th, 1827, in Trinity Church, New-York, the Rev. John A. 
Clarke, the Rev. John M’Carty, and the Rev. William M. Weber, Deacons, were 
adinitted tothe Holy Order of Priests. 


CONSECRATION. 


By the Right Rev. Dr. Griswold, Bishop of the Eastern Diocess.—On Sunday, Oc- 
tober 14th, 1827, St Stephen’s Church, in Middlebury, Vermont, was solemnly 
consecrated to the Christian Worship of Almighty God. 


oo 


OBITUARY. 
Died, at Natchez, Mississippi, on the Ist of Nov. last, the Rev. James Pitmore, 
Rector of Christ-Church, Jefferson county. He bore his last sickness, though se- 
vere, with Christian fortitude. 
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CALENDAR FOR TANUARY. 


1. Circumcision. 
‘3. Monthly meeting of the Standing Committee of the Pro. Epis. Missionary 
Society. 
6. Epiphany. Avniversary of the Protestant Episcopal Society, for the Ad- 
. vancemeat of Christianity in South-Carolina. 
13. First Sunday after Epiphany. 
20. Second do. do. do. 
25. Conversion of St. Paul. 
27. Third Sunday after Epiphany. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We have been favoured with a copy of a highly interesting and instructive Ser- 
mon, delivered in Augusta,on the occasion of the death of the Rev. Mr. Carter, 
late Rector of Christ Church, Savannah, which shall appear in our next number. 

We have received an article, more especially intended for our youthful readers, 
and the wish is expressed that a page or two of each number of the Gospel Messen- 
ger may be appropriated to similar articles. The suggestion will be considered. 
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